79
In addition to the high mortality rates due to human activities, sirenians are exposed to 
88
Little is known about the impact of infectious diseases on the sirenian population.
89
Even though manatees are remarkably resilient to natural diseases, as a result of an efficient 90 and responsive immune system, alterations in the aquatic environment due to climate change,
91
habitat destruction and pollution can make these coastal animals more susceptible to 92 infectious agents (Bonde et al. 2004; Bossart 2011; Sulzner et al. 2012 ).
93
It is important to highlight the role of microorganisms as members of the microbiota, 
155
It is important to highlight that the identification of C. albicans was confirmed through 
201
In T. manatus we identified three genera of yeasts ( The isolation rates tended to be higher in tanks with density of more than ten manatees 237 (52.1%), when compared to those containing from two to five specimens (42.2%) and with 238 only one individual (38,4%). In the majority of the tanks with more than three animals, they 239 shared one predominant species or genus of yeast in the same anatomical sites (Table 4) . Cryptococcus humicola from the nostrils of dugong carcasses in Australia.
248
In the present study, the mucous membranes of natural cavities of T. inunguis and T. Amazonian manatees in captivity. All species involved were also isolated from the animals. 
